144                                 THOMAS MORE
UHs.ses: yea, rather as the auncient and sage Philosopher Plato.
For this same Raphael! Hythlodaye (for this is his name) is very
well lerned 1:1 the Latine tongue: but profounde and excellent in the
Greke language. Wherin lie ever bestowed more studye then in the
Latine, bycause he had geven hiinselfe wholy to the study of Philos-
ophy. Wherof he knew that ther is nothyng extante in Latine,
that, is to anye purpose, savynge a fewe of Senecaes, and Ciceroes
dooynges. His patrimonye that he was borne unto, he lefte to his
brethren (for fie is a Portugal! borne) and for the desire that he
had to see, and knowe the farre Countreyes of the worlde, he
joy tied himself e in company with Amerike Vespuce, and in the iii.
last voyages of those iiii. that be nowe in printe and abrode in every
mannes handes, he continued styll in his company, savyng- that in
the last voyage he came not home agayne with him. For lie made
suche meanes and shift, what by intretaunce, and what by im-
portune sute, that he gotte licence of mayster Americke (though it
were sore against his wyll) to be one of the xxiiii whiche in the
ende of the last voyage were left in the countrey of Gulike. He
was ther fore lefte behynde for hys mynde sawe, as one that tooke
more thoughte and care for travailyng, then dyenge: havyng cus-
tomably in his mouth these saiynges. He that hathe no grave, is
covered with the skye: and, the way to heaven out of all places is of
like length and distaunce. Which fantasy of his (if God had not
!>en his better frende) he had surely bought full deare. But after
the departynge of Mayster Vespuce, when he had travailed
thorough and aboute many Countreyes with v. of his companions
Gulikianes, at the last by merveylous chaunce he arrived in Tapro-
bane, from whence he went to Caliquit, where he chaunced to fynde
certayne of .hys Countreye shippes, wherein he retourned agayne
into his Countreye, nothyng lesse then looked for.
All this when Peter hadde tolde me: I thanked him for his
gentle kindnesse that he had vouchsafed to brynge me to the
speache of that man, whose communication he thoughte shoulde
fee to me pleasaunte, and acceptable. And therewith I tourned me
to Raphael. And when wee hadde haylsed each other, and had
spoken these commune woordes, that bee customablye spoken at the
first meting, and acquaintance of straungers, we went thence to my
house, and there in my gardaine upon a bench covered with greene
torves, we satte downe talkyng together. There he told'e us, how that
awter the departyng of Vespuce, he and his fellowes that taried
behynde in Gtdicke, began by litle and litle, throughe fayre and
gentle speache, to wynne the love and favoure of the people of
that countreye, insornuche that within shorte space, they dyd dwell
amonges them, not only harmlesse, but also occupiyng with then
verye familiarly. He tolde us also, that they were in high reputs*